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Freedom of Information 
Set Back, Editors Say 

By the Associated Press > 


The cause of freedom of infor- 
mation lost ground in the past 
year, a committee of the Amer- 
ican Society of Newspaper Edi- 
tors reported today. 

An advance was made on “the 
traditional battlefront against 
bureaucrats,” said ASNE’s 
Freedom of Information Com- 
mittee, but the gam was more 
than offset by losses in free 
press-fair trial controversy. 

The setbacks, described in a 
report addressed to the more 
thian_ 500 newspaper editors 
opening ASNE’s annual meeting 
today, were summarized in 
these terms by 'the committee 
headed by J. Edward Murray, 
managing editor of the Arizona' 
Republic: j 

“These (losses) resulted from ' 
actions by the Supreme Court 
and the American Bar Associa- 
tion which, intentionally or not, 
seared a lot of policemen, pros- 
ecutors, defense counsel and 
especially judges into suppress- 
ing legitimate news of the crim- 
inal process.” 

Sheppard Trial Cited 
One of the major develop- 
ments, said the committee, was 
the Supreme Court’s ruling that 
Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard had 
been denied a fair trial because 
of prejudicial pretrial publicity. 
In a retrial, Sheppard won ac- 
quittal. 

The other was the issuance of 
the report of the American Bar 
Association’s Committee on 
Fair Trial and Free Press. The 
report recommends blocking 
newspaper access to some crim- 
inal case news and enforcing 
the restraints with the threat of 
contempt of court. 

Murray’s committee offered 
these further comments on the 
past year’s contacts between 
press and government: 
“President Johnson continues 
to hurt his image and his credi- 
bility by consistently trying to 
I make the news sound or seem 
| better than it is.” 


has called the report tentative 
and has given assurances that it 
intends neither direct controls 
for news suppression nor any 
increased use of the con temp t- 
power. 

Withholding Charged 

But the ASNE report said 
members Of the Society had 
called on Justice Reardon and 
told him: “What is actually 
happening is that law enforce- 
ment officials, in case after 
case across the country, are 
withholding police and court 
news so that the press, and 
therefore the public can’t find 
out what’s happening.” 

The ASNE committee said 
some of its members favored a 
“hard-line” position on the is- 
sue, but the majority believed 
that further effort should be 
made to avoid “nationwide 
guerrilla warfare” between 
press and bar. 

The committee recommended 
this four-way “middle course”: 

“ 1 . Increased contacts be- 
tween press and bar at the local 
level to improve understanding 
on both sides and to evolve 
practical working agreements 
which minimize the problem. 

“2. Continued efforts by 
ASNE, in cooperation with other 
professional media groups, to 
modify the ABA proposals. 

“3. A vigorous educational 
campaign by editors to take the 
case for the press to the public. 

“4. Specific, all-out opposition 
'by individual newspapers to any 
effort to restrict the responsible 
editor’s prerogative to print 
what he thinks the public needs 
to know about law enforce- 
.ment.” 


Pronouncements Noted 


“The war has escalated to the 
accompaniment of an almost 
unbroken succession of pro- 
nouncements that it was going 
in the opposite direction, or at 
least that something else was 
happening.” 

“Press relations (with the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Agency) were generally sat- 
isfactory until the Jan. 27 Apollo 
tragedy in which three astro- 
nauts lost their lives.” 

NASA’s information 7 channels 
were not equal to the Apollo 
emergency, the report said. No 
official word came until 1 hour 
and 20 minutes after the fire 
started, and “Although the 
agency knew within five: 
minutes, it took two hours to: 
learn that all three astronauts 
were dead. ' ; ‘ •> ^ , „ , 

“Late anil Sparse*’ 1 


anrormatwo not only 
was late and sparse, but some 


same of it macSnateT*"* 
1ASA said all three astro- 
nauts died in their couches, that 
■ail three apparently died instan- 
taneously, and that there had 
been no communication at the 
time from the spacecraft — all 
false.” 

The efforts of both press and 
[bar to find cooperative agree- 
ments on the free press-fair 
trial issue, said the ASNE com- 
mittee, will suffer if the bar as- 
jsodation’s committee report is 
permitted to become a final 
ABA position. 

“Our own committee believes 
there are reasons to hope that 
this may not happen,” the 
ASNE group said. It explained 
[that the bar committee’s chair- 
man, Justice Paul C. Reardon, 



